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Sam Park 

Lay Leader  

Charlie Wildman 

Organist  

Kwi His WU 

Seminary Intern 

Jin Sug Kwak 

Children / Youth 
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Open H earts  

Special Articles  
 

ǂ Pastor Sam Park  

 ñ New President, New Hope, 

   New Eraò 

 

Articles  
about our  activities 
 

ǂ Marjorie B. Keck 

  ( Chair Trustees) 

 ñAbout our churchò 
 

ǂ Janet Coffman 

( Outreach Cordinator) 

ñ Albany UMC Helps Feed 

the Hungry in Alameda 

Countyò 

Articles  About our life 
 

ǂ Charlie Wildman 

ñ  On God as the whole of     

    all beingò   
 

ǂ Cheryl Dawson 

ñ My Journal for a Faithò    

 

Guest  Article  

ǂ Professor Frederick 

ñItôs Time To Be A Saint! ñ 

 

Articles about Wedding 
 

ǂ Prashanth 

ñCount your Blessingséò 

 

 

 

ǃ Address  :  980 Stannage Ave, Albany, CA 94706   

ǃ Email : albanyumc@sbcglobal.net 

ǃ Church Web : www.albanyumc.com 

ǃ   Church Office : (510) 526 ï 7346 

               Pastor Sam Park : (510) 845-0403 (H)  

 

 

ǂ When does our church begin Worship? 

       10 :00 A.M on Sunday  

ǂ When do we have Bible Study? 
   - Adult : 7:10 P.M on Thusday 

   - Children : 10: 30 A.M on Sunday. 

 

Albany United Methodist Church 

980 Stannage Ave,  

Albany, CA 94706 

510) 845 ï 0403 
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     According to scripture, ñThere is 

nothing new under the sun... Whatever 

has happened before will happen again. 

Whatever has been done before will be 

done again.ò (Ecclesiastes 1:9) Human 

beings repeat the same mistakes and 

history proves it. But this time, that does 

not stop me from believing that new 

things can happen, and they are 

happening now in our midst. 

      

     As I watch President Obamaôs train 

head for Washington DC as part of his 

inauguration celebration, I feel that the 

world Martin Luther King Jr. dreamed of 

decades ago is getting closer in this 

country. Yes, there are many challenges 

we still need to overcome, but I cannot 

help but say that we are definitely 

moving into an era in which our 

forefathers envisioned of and where our 

future generations will record as a 

turning point in history.  

 

     I am just happy that I am part of this 

new reality. To be honest, this may really 

be the first time that I feel deeply proud 

that I am an American. Some of my 

happiness definitely comes from the fact 

that we have the first African American 

president; it is a great message not only 

to us but to all humanity in this divisive 

broken-hearted world. But what makes 

me more proud is that I am part of this 

great country that can make this reality 

possible. We should not underestimate 

ourselves. We just did what we could 

never believe we would do before, and 

we proved the world that there can be 

something new under the sun; I certainly 

hope that this will be the case.  

We are making history; despite the fact 

that we know life will be harder this year 

due to economic crises, many of us are 

more hopeful than before. And the world 

is expecting that this will bring hope to 

them too.  

    

     I hope that this year is the beginning 

of new history in this country in which 

people truly respect and treat each other 

with dignity, and work together to make 

this world a better place beyond their 

different races, cultures, religions, and 

life styles. I hope that this new stage that 

America is setting is not only for this 

country, but for the entire world. I hope 

the excitement and happiness we have 

today can translate into power and energy 

that will bring this planet to peace and 

justice. 

      

     There are many names I can call 

myself. But today I just want to call 

myself an American, a proud citizen of 

United States of American, not a 

Christian or a Methodist minister or 

anything else. Today, I just want to be 

part of this celebration; I want to be part 

of new hope and new era. ƽǇ ǆ 
 

ǂ Pastor Sam Park   
 

 

 

 ñNew President, New Hope, New Eraò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Letõs praise God with the piano 

 

ǆ   Ǉ  ǆ Ǉ Ǆ 

Ǆ ǆ   Ǉ  ǆ Ǉ  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ǂ Marjorie  B. Keck  
           ( Chair Trustees) 

 

 
 ñ About Our Churchò 
 

     We, the Albany United Methodist 

Church, celebrated our 100
th
 anniversary 

in May, 2007. In 1906 refugees from the 

San Francisco earthquake and fire settled 

in the East Bay area that became Albany. 

At fist people met for their religious 

services in private homes. In 1907 as 

they grew in numbers, and wanting a 

Sunday School for their children, they 

formed a congregation. Eventually they 

purchased land, became incorporated in 

1926, and in 1927 the cornerstone was 

laid for the church building at Marin and 

Stannage avenues in Albany, which has 

been in constant use since that time. Our 

friendly and enthusiastic pastor is Dr. 

Sangyil Park. We have Church services 

at 10:00 AM every Sunday, with 

fellowship luncheon after services.  

      

     We have a wonderful organist and 

choir. There is a lively Sunday school. A 

Bible Study group meets every week. 

Members lead prayer meetings. We have 

a ñwomenôs respiteò group with 

inspirational talks. Our congregation is 

active in community outreach. We give 

generously to Food Banks and assist 

other churches in their Food Bank 

services. We sing Christmas carols at 

Retirement homes. We are part of a  

   

prison ministry at a San Francisco 

Country jail at Easter, Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. We share our facilities with 

some non-profit groups: A congregation, 

the Korean Zion Presbyterian Church, 

uses the church on Sunday afternoon, and 

during the week. We give meeting space 

to Brownie Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts. 

The City and County use our facilities for 

voting precincts. The East Bay Herigate 

Quiters, ñ EBHQò. National Association 

of Retired Federal Employees, 

ñNARFEò. National Association for the 

Mentally I11. ñ NAMIò. TOPS..A weight 

loss group. ñTake Off Pounds Sensibly.ò 

Hospice group of Kaiser Hospitals for 

their annual Memorial Service.  

      

     We are a church. A faith community 

with ñOpen Hearts, Open Minds, Open 

Doorsò. All Godôs people are welcome, 

young and old, settled or just visiting, 

with different life styles and orientations, 

all are welcome to Godôs house.  

     We are blessed to have a congregation 

that includes all races and many different 

nationalities. People are really all alike, 

but their cooking is different! At 

fellowship time we enjoy delicious new 

dishes. You are welcome to join us! 

  

ǄǄǄǄǄ We love you in Jesus Christ   ǄǄǄǄǄ 

 

ǂ Professor Frederick  
    (Graduate Theological Union) 

 
  ñItôs Time To Be A Saint!ò 

     In the early days of Christianity, nearly 

2,000 years ago, Christians called each 

other "saints". The Greek word they used 

for this means "holy ones". Not that they 

thought they were perfect, of course -- far 

from it! They understood that believers as 

well as unbelievers are sinners. But they 

knew that those who have accepted Jesus 

Christ as their Lord and Savior are forgiven 

sinners, saved by a relationship with God. 

That was both their individual holiness and 

their group holiness as the body of Christ. 

 

     In the New Testament, we find many 

examples of this use of the word "saint". 

When the Apostle Paul wrote to the 

Christians at Colossae, he began by 

greeting them as "saints". And when he 

wrote to the church at Philippi, he 

concluded his letter by urging readers, 

"Greet every saint in Christ Jesus." 

 

     Unfortunately, within 200 years the 

meaning of the word began to change. 

Christians starated to use it to designate a 

special class of heroes of the faith -- 

miracle workers, renowned church leaders, 

and so on. But the proper Biblical meaning 

of "saint" is clear: Every sincere and 

faithful believer in Jesus Christ is a saint! 

That is still true today. 

     The saints of the first century A.D. lived 

in troubled times. They had to struggle 

with poverty, illness, crime, tense 

relations between ethnic groups, political 

oppression, warfare, and a host of other 

problems. Does that all sound familiar? 

As the French say, "The more things 

change, the more they stay the same." 

 

     But the early church grew; more and 

more people found new life in their faith. 

They supported each other through hard 

times, religious persecution, and other 

tribulations. Being a "saint" was a great 

blessing, one without end for those who 

remained faithful to God as revealed in 

Jesus Christ. 

     So let's be saints of the 21st century at 

Albany United Methodist Church! We 

can be a gathering of people who have 

accepted God's unconditional love for us, 

regardless of our personal circumstances. 

We can be a mutually supportive 

community as we help each other to 

weather the storms of daily life, cope 

with tribulations large and small, and 

look forward to being in the presence of 

God both now and forever! 

 

 

 

God is Love  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ǂ Janet Coffman   ( Outreach Coordinator ) 
 

ñAlbany UMC Helps Feed the Hungry  

in Alameda Countyò 

 

     As the economic crisis in our nation 

worsens, more and more Americans are 

having difficulty feeding their families. 

The large increase in the number of 

persons who are unemployed is putting 

further strain on organizations that help 

people meet their basic needs for food, 

clothing, and shelter. In our county alone, 

the Alameda County Community Food 

Bank reports that the number of persons 

who contacted its emergency food 

assistance hotline rose by 40% from 2007 

to 2008. Heeding Jesusô call for 

Christians to serve the poor, Albany 

United Methodist Church (UMC) is 

participating in two initiatives to help 

hungry people in Albany and 

neighboring communities. 

 

     During November 2008, the 

congregation held its annual 

Thanksgiving Food Drive for the 

Alameda County Community Food 

Bank. For the past three years, we have 

conducted this food drive jointly with 

Zion Korean Presbyterian Church. 

Donations to the Food Bank are 

distributed to churches, homeless 

shelters, and other organizations that 

provide either meals or groceries to 

needy persons throughout Alameda 

County. This year members of the two 

congregations donated 383 pounds of  

food. According to Food Bank staff, our 

donations will provide 299 meals. We 

thank everyone who participated in the 

food drive. 

 

     Our congregation is also directly 

supporting the food pantry operated by 

the Lake Merritt UMC in Oakland. This 

food pantry serves a multi-cultural 

community of low-income persons near 

downtown Oakland. Bags of groceries 

are distributed at the church two days per 

month and additional bags of groceries 

are provided to low-income veterans and 

to families of children who attend a 

nearby elementary school. In the summer 

of 2008, Lake Merritt UMC informed 

other congregations in the District that 

they were experiencing a large increase 

in the number of persons needing food 

and appealed for assistance. Although 

Lake Merritt UMC receives some food 

from the Alameda County Community 

Food Bank free of charge or at deeply 

discounted prices, the Food Bank has had 

to cut back on its assistance to Lake 

Merritt UMC and other organizations due 

to a shortfall in donations. Our 

congregation decided to pledge $100 per 

month for one year ($1,200 total) to help 

the Lake Merritt UMC continue this 

important ministry. Thus far, we have 

met our pledges through February 2009. 

     As we march forth carrying the 

banner of Godôs promises please join us.  

As we carry the word and strive to 

become bright light and strong salt pray 

for us. Let us join hands and hearts in  

honor of the God we serve.   

May the light of God shine through us! 

Amen 

 

 

ǅǅǅ God is in control of our life  ǅǅǅ  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need the congregationôs help to fulfill 

our pledges in the coming months. 

Donations in any amount would be very 

much appreciated. Please make checks 

out to Albany UMC and indicate on them 

that they are for the Lake Merritt UMC 

food pantry. 

 

 

ǄǄǄǄǄǄǄǄ                                 ǄǄǄǄ 

 

ǂ Cheryl Dawson  

 

 

ñ My Journal for a Faithò    

     I am honored to begin the year in 

service to God, my family, my church 

and my community.  This is a time of 

startling contradiction and unparalleled 

hope.  As a nation, we witnessed a 

peaceful transfer of political power in an 

election that was unprecedented.  Thus 

we are living in a new paradigm and a 

significant paradox.   

 

     It is a time of new beginnings, and as 

such it is an excellent opportunity  to 

share the love and the promises of God.  

In this spirit I look forward to our work 

as a congregation.  It will be good work.  

 

     We have planned and held events to 

witness Gods prevalent mercy.  Some of 

our anticipated celebrations and 

witnesses are as follows: 

 

 
 
ǄǂǄǂǄǂǄ                              ǄǂǄǂǄǂǄ 
 

 

February 8th   

 

     We celebrated Black History Month at 

El Cerrito Royal with our friends.  It was 

a joyful time for us to give our time to 

our elders and witness to them about the   

 

 

awesome love of God.  We enjoyed their  

company, the inspiring information 

relevant to Black History, and of course 

the wonderful food.  

 

March 3rd 

  

     On Tuesday evening, March 10th, we 

will host our second Womenôsô Respite.  

The program will occur between 6:00 

and 8:00p.m.  We will have 

refreshments, fellowship and a word of 

encouragement.  The theme of the 

evening is the exciting, peace and 

welcome relief found in God.   

 

 

 
ǂǄǂǄǂǄǂǄ                                 ǂǄǂǄǂǄǂǄ 
 

 

Holy Week 

  

     During Holy Week we are looking 

forward to bringing revival to the women 

of County Jail # 8.  Last year we were 

blessed to bring revival for the first time 

to the women in the jail for two nights 

during Holy Week.  The women were 

deeply moved and encouraged by the 

Holy Spirit.   We anticipate the same 

opportunity this year.   

 

 

 

 

Visiting Retirement Homes for Christmas Caroling 

 

 

 

 

Our Church is glad to  
celebrate the birthdays of 
churchõ members 

 

 


