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Today’s scripture lessons give us a unique perspective to our
faith journey. First of all, Deuteronomy 34 tells us about the
final moment of Moses’ life; as we know, Moses lived quite a
dramatic life! We say our life journey is full of twists and
turns. But whose life had more twists and turns than Moses?
Not to mention how baby Moses was born and saved under
the Pharaoh’s threat and violence, we know what he went
through when he was leading his people through wilderness
journey.

There was one point in Moses’ life that we do not know in
detail but I assume that that was the most quite time of his
life; it was when Moses was working as a shepherd in Midian
desert. After fleeing from the Egyptian Palace, Moses just
lived an ordinary life, forgetting what happened in Egypt:
working hard, taking care of his family, waking up early in
the morning, tending the sheep, coming home in the evening;
he did not have to worry about other people’s lives; life was
too precious. He was already 80 years old! What would you
expect of a man of that age?

Well, that was not true, at least to Moses. God called him to
work. Moses heard a voice from the burning bush. “Moses,
Moses!” He was asked to return; he was needed; age could
not be an excuse to God. Moses had to go; God made him go;
God needed him; his people needed him; history needed him.
Moses was not a perfect man; in fact, he killed a person; he
thought he would never qualify for the job; he did not know
how to speak; he had a temper; and plus, he was 80 years old.
But, in spite of all these, God called him. There were many
enemies on the way; there were many obstacles ahead of him.
But even so, God helped him through all of them. Through
Moses, God delivered His people from the slavery in Egypt.
That’s the story of Moses we know.
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Let’s talk about Paul. He didn’t have to go either. A proud
Roman citizen, he was a part of elite Jewish society. As a
graduate of one of the top Universities, Paul not only had
classical Greek education; but he also knew the Hebrew law
the Rabbis had to know. He was fluent in three different
languages: Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. His resume couldn’t
be better. He did not have to suffer as a pioneer Christian
missionary. But Paul had to do it. One day on his way to
Damascus to arrest some Christians, Paul got struck down on
the street by a light and heard a voice, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting me?” That was how he met with Christ.
From that moment, he followed Jesus. In fact, he became one
of the top leaders in Christian church.

Now Paul is sharing his experiences with folks in
Thessalonica: “We had already suffered and been shamefully
mistreated at Philippi.” We are talking about Paul’s very first
mission work in Europe. Back then, all of Europe was full of
idols and they thought these Christians were trying to turn
the world upside down. So wherever they went, they were
treated badly by locals. If you read Acts 17:5-9, you will see
Paul and Silas go in a synagogue in Thessalonica sharing
about Jesus. And many Jews formed a mob to attack them.
But Paul says today, “in spite of that opposition, they had the
courage in God to talk more about the Gospel.

Thinking back of that, I wonder what the world would have
looked like had there not been those people like Paul who had
given their lives for the Gospel. What if there had not been a
person like Moses? Today, in our text, we have Moses who is




